LONDON
· the capital city of Great Britain
· population is about 8 million people
· lies on the river Thames
· has existed for almost 2 000 years
· the Romans - town of ‘Londinium’ -  surrounded by wall.
· oldest building - the White Tower was built by William the Conqueror in 1066

· 1666 the Great Fire
· destroyed 80 per cent of the city
· only 8 people died

· Monument on place, where the Great Fire started.

TRANSPORT 

- 

underground 
· tube with 11 lines
· the oldest in the world

· five international airports -  Heathrow 
· red double-decker busses 

· black cabs
PARTS 

· the City - the oldest part, financial and commercial centre

· the East End - residential part

· the West End - shopping and culture centre 

· Westminster - political part.

PLACES OF INTERESTS
The City

· The Tower of London 
· until 16th cent -  served as a royal palace, prison, execution side, royal mint and observatory.

· now -  coronation jewels, museum of arms

· the Yeomen Warders – Beefeaters, uniform of Tudor times

· legend - kingdom will be destroyed, 6 ravens and 2 extra, cut their winks

· Tower Bridge 

· opened in its middle for big ship

· it takes 90 seconds to rise

· St. Paul’s Cathedral 

· the highest cathedral in London 
· 111 meters high 
· built by Sir Christopher Wren in 17th century,  took 35 years to finish it
· on the site of the previous cathedral damaged by the Great Fire

· Whispering Gallery, great acoustic
· weddings of famous people etc.
· the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange and the insurance institution Lloyds

· head of the City is Lord Mayor, elected every year.
Westminster
· The Houses of Parliament 
· two chambers- House of Lords and House of Commons
·  clock tower - Big Ben

· Downing Street 
· Nr. 10 - British Prime Minister - Gordon Brown
· is closed
· Buckingham Palace 
· Changing of the Guards

· official residence of royal family
· Westminster Abbey
· Monarch are crowned and heroes buried
The West End
· Trafalgar Square 
· Nelson’s Column –  memory of the battle of Trafalgar

· National Gallery

· pigeons 
· Piccadilly Circus
· cultural and shopping centre

· meeting point – monument of Eros – the Greek God of Love
Greenwich 

· observatory

· Prime Meridian separates the Earth to two parts – West and East

PARKS
· Hyde Park 
· Speaker’s Corner - except royal family

· St. James Park
· royal park
In 2012, London is going to host the Olympic Games for the third time. No other city has hosted more than twice.
